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A heroic story of friendship and belongingNo one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure

that he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop.

And he knows that he can count on his friendsâ€”true friends who would do anything for him, like

Johnny and Two-Bit. And when it comes to the Socsâ€”a vicious gang of rich kids who enjoy beating

up on "greasers" like him and his friendsâ€”he knows that he can count on them for trouble. But one

night someone takes things too far, and Ponyboy's world is turned upside down...Written over

forty-five years ago, The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of fiction. S. E. Hinton's classic

story of a boy who finds himself on the outskirts of regular society remains as powerful today as it

was the day it was first published."The Outsiders transformed young-adult fiction from a genre

mostly about prom queens, football players and high school crushes to one that portrayed a darker,

truer world." â€”TheÂ New York Times"Taut with tension, filled with drama."Â â€”The Chicago

Tribune"[A] classic coming-of-age book." â€”Philadelphia Daily News"What it's like to live lonely and

unwanted and cornered by circumstance...There is rawness and violence here, but honest hope,

too." â€”National ObserverA New York Herald Tribune Best Teenage BookA Chicago Tribune Book

World Spring Book Festival Honor BookAn ALA Best Book for Young AdultsWinner of the

Massachusetts Children's Book Award
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I read THE OUTSIDERS for the first time when I was a teen myself, just a little bit younger than

Ponyboy and Johnny. This book had a huge impact on me at that age. I fell so deeply in love with

Hinton's simple, vivid writing style. Never had teenagers like me felt so real and present on the

page. I couldn't stop telling my mom about it and how good it was and why. I'm sure she still

remembers those nights. It is an oft-challenged book, unfortunately, and thinking about it now, I

would have been devastated if someone had told me I couldn't read it or had come and taken it out

of my library. I can't imagine not having read it then and I have read it so many times since. It's truly

a classic and deserves the praise it's gotten over the years.Ponyboy Curtis is a Greaser. He lives on

the wrong side of town. He acts tough, dresses tough, and lets his hair grow long to look tough. He

lives with his two older brothers, Darry and Sodapop, and they barely make ends meet. Darry and

Soda work hard to support themselves and let Ponyboy stay in school so that at least one person in

the family can graduate high school. Pony's best friend is a sad boy named Johnny Cade who's

been beaten around one too many times and spends a lot of time looking over his shoulder,

anticipating the next blow. The only family these boys have are each other. Pony, his brothers, and

their motley group of Greaser friends watch each other's backs and defend each other when

necessary. Particularly when the Socs (rich kids from the other side of town) come looking for

trouble. Dangerous Dally, funny Two-bit, somber Steve. Through Ponyboy's eyes we catch a brief,

eloquent glimpse into the life of a group of teenagers the world seems to have forgotten, who take

life's knocks on the chin and somehow keep going.
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